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Board of Education Minutes 
Wichita Public Schools · USD 259 

Wichita, Kansas 
March 30, 2020 

 
Roll Call The Board of Education of Unified School District No. 259, Sedgwick 

County, Kansas, met in special session in the School Service Center 
Training Room, 3850 N. Hydraulic, Wichita, Kansas, at approximately 
12:00 p.m., on March 30, 2020, with President Sheril Logan presiding.  

President Logan read the district’s mission statement and took the roll 
call, recognizing five Board members present in the meeting room 
and two Board members participating by telephone conference call. 

Present: Ben Blankley, Sheril Logan, Stan Reeser, Mike Rodee, and 
Ron Rosales. 

Participating by conference call: Julie Hedrick and Ernestine Krehbiel. 
Historical Background On March 17, 2020, Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly issued Executive Order 

#20-07, which is provided in Appendix 10a. Gov. Kelly ordered that 
“all K-12 school buildings or facilities – whether public or private – 
used for student instruction are to close and cease in-person 
instruction until May 29, 2020.” Previously, the Governor released 
Executive Order #20-04, which limits public gatherings to no more 
than 10 people as a public safety measure during the nation’s 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Thus, the public and news media 
are not permitted to attend this BOE meeting or other BOE meetings 
during the Executive Order period.  

Moment of Silence 
Pledge of Allegiance 

The business portion of the meeting opened with a moment of silence 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Comments by 
Superintendent Alicia 
Thompson 

Superintendent Thompson explained how the Board is adapting its 
meetings during the Coronavirus pandemic. Kansas Attorney General 
Derek Schmidt approved regulations that require compliance with the 
Kansas Open Meetings Act during times when a shelter-in-place 
order will impede BOE members or members of the public from 
attending meetings in person. The regulations require that meetings 
be “open to the public” by use of a telephone or other medium for 
interactive communication. The Attorney General’s regulations set 
certain rules that Board members while participating in a BOE 
meeting must follow. The rules apply regardless how a Board 
member participates in the meeting. 
1. All requirements of the Kansas Open Meetings Act, K.S.A. 75-

4317 et seq., remain in full force and effect during any declared 
emergency. 

2. Each member of the Board of Education, staff, or presenter must 
state their name and position each time they begin speaking so 
that the speaker can be readily identified by remote listeners or 
observers. 

3. Each member of the Board of Education must state their name 
before voting on motions. 

4. All participants must keep microphones, phones, or other 
electronic devices muted when the participants are not speaking 
so that the ability of remote listeners or observers to hear the 
meeting is not unnecessarily impeded. 

5. Each motion must be stated before the Board votes, and the 
result of a final vote must be announced. 

This BOE meeting complies with the requirements. 



Minutes approved by the Board of Education. 
 

Wichita BOE Meeting Minutes March 30, 2020     Page 2 of 8 

 
Comments by Board 
President Sheril Logan 

President Logan said the Board will conduct this meeting in 
compliance with the Kansas Open Meetings Act. In this regard, this 
meeting will be available to be viewed by the public in the following 
ways:  

1. The Board meeting will be shared live via WPS-TV on Cox 
Cable Channel 20, on the district’s Web site, or a livestream 
application for mobile devices, computers, and TVs. 

2. Following the conclusion of today’s meeting, this meeting will  
be available on the district’s YouTube channel.  

3. The meeting will also be rebroadcast on WPS-TV Cox Cable 
Channel 20, and online at WPS-TV 10 times per week.  

The Clerk of the Board published notices about this BOE meeting on 
March 26th and today prior to the meeting.   

The Public Communications item that allows members of the public to 
speak at Board meetings is removed from today’s agenda. Public 
communications will not be placed back on an agenda until shelter-in-
place orders are no longer in effect. Members of the public cannot 
attend meetings in person because of the shelter-in-place order and 
the order that public gatherings be not more than 10 people. 

An executive session will be held at the end of this meeting. The 
following procedure will be used concerning the executive session: 
A motion will be presented by a Board member that states the subject 
matter and the justification under the Kansas Open Meetings Act for 
going into executive session. The motion will state the time the Board 
will return from executive session. The “live” broadcast of the meeting 
will not end until the Board returns from executive session and 
adjourns the meeting. 

In summary, President Logan said that during the time that shelter-in-
place orders remain in effect, the Board intends to conduct its 
meetings in compliance with the Kansas Open Meetings Act and in a 
way that protects the safety and health of the public, staff, and Board 
members.  

  
Policy  
Proposed Revisions to BOE 
Policy 0200 – Board of 
Education Agendas and 
Meetings 

Appendix 1 

BOE Policy 0200 contains the procedures for BOE Agenda and 
Meetings. AIP 10 describes voting during Board of Education 
meetings. The following revisions are proposed for AIP 10e, with new 
policy language underlined. 

“Members must be physically present at Board of Education meetings 
to vote on agenda items but may participate in discussions via 
teleconference. During an emergency, such as a time when schools 
are closed by an Executive Order of the Governor of Kansas, Board 
members may participate in voting by teleconference.” 

Mr. Rodee (Mr. Blankley) moved the Board approve the proposed 
revisions to BOE Policy 0200. 

The motion passed 5-0, with Board members Julie Hedrick and 
Ernestine Krehbiel not voting. 

Following the approval of the above revisions to BOE Policy 0200, 
President Logan said the Board members participating by telephone 
conference call will be allowed to vote. 
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Proposed Revisions to BOE 
Policy 0100 – Organization 
and Functions of the Board 

Appendix 2 

BOE Policy 0100 addresses the Board’s function of adoption and/or 
review of policies in AIP 4. It is proposed that during an emergency, 
such as a time when schools are closed by an Executive Order of the 
Governor of Kansas, the Board may approve a new policy or major 
content revisions to existing policy after a single review in the Policy 
section of the BOE Agenda. 

Mr. Rodee (Mr. Blankley) moved the Board approve the proposed 
revisions to BOE Policy 0100. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
New Policy P1230: 
Acceptable Device and 
Communication Use by Staff, 
Students, and the District 

Appendix 3 

New Policy 1230 consolidates the online and acceptable use policies 
and related documents as shown below in Table 1 and Table 2.  

Table 1. 

Current New Title Notes 
NA 1230 Acceptable Device and 

Communication Use by 
Staff, Students, and the 
District 

This is a new policy 
that addresses the 
content of the 
policies that are 
proposed for 
deletion in Table 2 
below. 

1232a 1230a Acceptable Use of 
Computers - Student 
Access Contract 

The access contract 
is renumbered with 
updated cross-
referencing. There 
are no other 
substantive 
revisions. 

4006b 1230b Guidelines for the Use of 
Social Media by 
Employees 

The guidelines 
document is 
renumbered with 
updated cross-
referencing. There 
are no other 
substantive 
revisions. 

Table 2. 

Current Delete Title Notes 
1230 Yes Internet and Online 

Services 
The content of 
current P1230 is 
addressed in new 
P1230 in Table 1. 

1232 Yes Acceptable Use of 
Computers - Students - 
Proposed for Deletion 

The content of 
P1232 is addressed 
in new P1230 in 
Table 1. 

4006 Yes Acceptable Use of 
Computers - 
Employees 

The content of 
P4006 is addressed 
in new P1230 in 
Table 1. 

Mr. Blankley (Mr. Rosales) moved the Board approve new BOE Policy 
1230 - Acceptable Device and Communication Use by Staff, Students, 
and the District. The new policy will go into effect immediately to 
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improve students’ educational opportunities during the emergency 
closing of schools in the district in spring 2020. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
 

[Flight 4] Second Review: 
Consolidation of Safety 
Services Policies 

Appendix 4 

As part of an ongoing effort to consolidate BOE policies, 
Administration proposes the following consolidation of Safety Services 
policies. On March 9th, the Board had its first review of Flight 4 and 
suggested no further revisions. 

Current 
Policy Proposed Title Notes 

1150 2379 Tobacco Free 
Policy for All 
District-Owned 
Property 

Policy now includes vape 
pens. Policy is 
renumbered and assigned 
to Safety Services section. 

1151 2375 Possession of 
Firearms on 
District 
Property 

Policy has been reviewed, 
renumbered, and 
assigned to Safety 
Services section. 

1462 NA Student 
Behavior – 
Assault and/or 
Battery of Staff 
Member 

Reflects practice of 
providing education and 
resources. Supports the 
district goal of increasing 
graduation rates. 

 1463 DELETE Student 
Discipline and 
Staff 
Responsibilities 

Propose for deletion. 
Information in this policy is 
already addressed in 
P2351, P5116, P1464, 
and P2360. 

1467 DELETE Drug Detection 
Dogs 

Propose for deletion. 
Selected content moved 
to P1470. 

1469 DELETE Search and 
Seizure – 
School 
Facilities 

Propose for deletion. 
Selected content moved 
to P1470. 

1470 NA Search and 
Seizure – 
Students and 
Their Personal 
Possessions 

Consolidation of P1467 
and P1469 into P1470. 
Updates P1460 to match 
practices. 

2325 DELETE Safety, School 
Safety Patrols 

Propose for deletion. 
Relevant content has 
been moved to P2360, 
approved by the Board on 
1/13/20. 

2350 NA School Security 
Personnel 

Policy is updated to match 
current practices for BOE 
Security Officers. 

Mr. Blankley (Mr. Rosales) moved the Board approve the above Safety 
Services policies. 

The motion passed 7-0.                                                        
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Consent: Disposal of 
Routine Business 

Mr. Reeser (Mr. Blankley) moved the Board of Education approve the 
following items of routine business. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
Human Resources None submitted. 
Treasury Warrants:  
February 2020 

Appendix 5 

Board approval. 

Monthly Finance Report: 
February 2020 

Appendix 6 

This is a monthly report to the Board on the budget and finances of 
the district. The report is provided for the Board’s information. No 
action is requested. 

Additional Bulk Miscellaneous 
Computers and Accessories  

Board members Mike Rodee, Ben Blankley, and Stan Reeser pulled 
this item for discussion. Please see “Action on Pulled Consent Items” 
below. 

Programs/Grants None submitted. 
BOE Meeting Minutes for 
March 9, 2020  

Appendix 7 

Board approval. 

Legal Services: Fleeson, 
Gooing, Coulson & Kitch, LLC 
and McDonald Tinker PA 

Authorize payment for legal services and expenses for Civil Litigation 
and Worker’s Compensation under the school district’s self-insured 
programs for February 2020 in the amount of $17,408.27 to Fleeson, 
Gooing, Coulson & Kitch, LLC and the amount of $6,726.25 to 
McDonald Tinker PA. 

Annual IB Examination Fees 
and Program Membership 
Fees 

Appendix 8 

Approve payment to International Baccalaureate Organization in an 
amount not to exceed $65,000 for the payment of IB examination fees 
for the May 2020 IB exam session and the annual membership fee. 

Microsoft Wireless Digital 
Display Adapters  
 

Approve an amount not to exceed $160,000 for the purchase of 
Wireless Display Adapters to support teachers’ computers being 
wirelessly connected to their projectors in each classroom through 
Kansas City Audio Visual. 

Proposed Policy Revisions 

Appendix 9 
Board approval. 
Summary: 

Policy Title Notes 
4026.2 Certified Attendance 

Standards 
 

AIP 1b includes a minor revision to 
delete the 2019-20 reference as this 
policy will first be implemented in the 
2020-21 school year. 

 

Reconstruction Services: 
Buckner Elementary HVAC 

Authorize an amount not to exceed $314,534 with Reconstruction 
Services for the remediation and replacement of several building 
components related to the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning 
system at Buckner Elementary School. 
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Action on Pulled Consent 
Items 

Pulled items are presented in the order of the BOE Agenda. 

Additional Bulk Miscellaneous 
Computers and Accessories  

Background: As part of the Purchasing Consent on July 29, 2019, the 
Board approved “the multiple sources of Apple Computer, Inc. 
(Austin, TX), Can-Am Wireless, LLC (Irving, TX), Dell Marketing, L.P. 
(Round Rock, TX), Firefly Computers, LLC (St. Paul, MN), Kansas 
City Audio-Visual (Kansas City, MO), and Riverside Technologies, 
Inc. (North Sioux City, SD), in the amount not to exceed 
$5,200,000.00 for district Standard Hardware approved equipment 
required by district schools and departments.”  

The Board’s discussion included these major topics: 

1. Microsoft Surface connectivity. It was confirmed that Surface 
devices include a keyboard that is part of the case, and 
teachers can request standard-size keyboards. Surfaces can 
also connect to other external USB devices, such as 
standard-size keyboards, mice, optical drives, and printers. 

2. Planned replacement of computers. It was confirmed that the 
Board previously approved a technology replacement plan, 
and 2019-20 is the planned year to order new computers for 
elementary staff. 

Mr. Blankley (Mr. Reeser) moved the Board authorize the addition of 
Microsoft Store (NASPO Value Point State of Kansas Contract 
#403395) and Kensington Cases (NCPA Contract #01-97) for 
computer purchases.  

This item dedicates $3,400,000 of the $5,200,000 that the Board 
approved on July 29, 2019 to purchase new computers for elementary 
classrooms. Microsoft Surface computers and Kensington cases are 
not available from the vendors listed in the Background above.  

1. Current purchases of Microsoft Surface computers for 
elementary staff planned computer replacements will make it 
necessary to add the Microsoft Store vendors that supply 
computers at this time. This will support staff during the 
current changes required to support Continuous Learning. 

2. Kensington Cases is added to provide cases for the planned 
computer replacements. 

The motion passed 6-1. 
Yeas: Ben Blankley, Julie Hedrick, Ernestine Krehbiel, Sheril Logan, 
Stan Reeser, and Ron Rosales. 
Nay: Mike Rodee. 
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Operations  
Resolution 2020-04: Wage 
Payments during Emergency 
School Closings 

Appendix 10 

On March 17, 2020, Kansas Governor Laura Kelly issued Executive 
Order #20-07, which is provided in Appendix 10a. Governor Kelly 
ordered that “all K-12 school buildings or facilities – whether public or 
private – used for student instruction are to close and cease in-person 
instruction until May 29, 2020.”  

In an e-mail communication to all district staff on March 17, 2020, 
Superintendent Alicia Thompson confirmed that staff will be paid 
during the emergency school closing. Today’s agenda includes 
Resolution 2020-04: Wage Payments during Emergency School 
Closings. The resolution describes how the district’s payroll will be 
honored as regularly scheduled. 

Mr. Rodee (Mr. Blankley) moved the Board adopt Resolution 2020-04 
provided in Appendix 10b. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
2019-20 KSDE Waiver 
Application Packet 

Appendix 11 

As a result of COVID-19 and the closing of Wichita Public Schools, 
the district must submit an application to the Kansas State 
Department of Education (KSDE) to waive the 2019-20 attendance 
requirements to receive exemption from K.S.A. 72-3115 (1,116 
attendance hours for all students and 1,086 attendance hours for high 
school seniors). Wichita Public Schools has implemented a district-
wide Continuous Learning Plan to provide all students access to 
evidenced-based resources, guidance, and feedback to instruction 
during the closing of schools.  

Mr. Reeser (Mr. Rosales) moved the Board approve the KSDE 
Waiver Application Packet as provided in Appendix 11. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
Resolution 2020-05: 
Suspending the Units of Credit 
Requirement in BOE Policy 
6333 – Graduation Rule and 
Diplomas 

Appendix 12 

BOE Policy 6333 – Graduation Rule and Diplomas, which is provided 
in  
Appendix 12a, sets a graduation requirement of 23 units of credit for 
high school students. The district’s graduation credit requirements 
exceeds the state’s requirement of 21 units of credit.  

Governor Kelly’s Executive Order #20-07 closes all K-12 school 
buildings and ceases in-person instruction until May 29, 2020. During 
the emergency closing of schools, a local school board can adopt a 
resolution that suspends its graduation policy if the local policy 
exceeds the credit requirements established by the Kansas State 
Board of Education or the Kansas State Department of Education. 

Resolution 2020-05 for seniors in the Wichita High School Class of 
2020 states that “all credit requirements above and beyond those 
minimum required credits set by the Kansas State Department of 
Education, which are contained in Board of Education Policy 6333 – 
Graduation Rule and Diplomas, most recently approved in January 
2019, be suspended for the graduating class of 2020. Students must 
meet all standards set out in K.A.R. 91-31-35 unless otherwise 
modified by the Kansas State Board of Education or the Kansas State 
Department of Education, to qualify for graduation in 2020.”  

                                                                   Continued on next page >> 
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Resolution 2020-05: 
Suspending the Units of Credit 
Requirement in BOE Policy 
6333 – Graduation Rule and 
Diplomas 
(Continued) 

In summary, Resolution 2020-05 suspends the 23 units of credit 
requirement in BOE Policy 6333 and permits Wichita High School 
seniors in the Class of 2020 to graduate with a minimum of 21 units of 
credit as set out in K.A.R. 91-31-35, which is provided in  
Appendix 12b.  

Mr. Rodee (Mr. Blankley) moved the Board adopt Resolution 2020-
05: Suspending the Units of Credit Requirement in BOE Policy 6333 – 
Graduation Rule and Diplomas, which is provided in Appendix 12c. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
  
Finance None submitted. 
  
Miscellaneous  
Executive Session #1: 
Appeal 3 

At approximately 1:05 p.m., Mr. Rodee (Mr. Blankley) moved the 
Board recess into an executive session to discuss a student discipline 
appeal hearing pursuant to the exception relating to actions adversely 
or favorably affecting a student under the Kansas Open Meetings Act, 
and the open meeting will resume in this room at 1:15 p.m. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
Reconvene Meeting At approximately 1:15 p.m., Board President Logan reconvened the 

meeting. 
Extend Executive Session #1 At approximately 1:15 p.m., Mr. Rodee (Mr. Blankley) moved the 

Board extend executive session #1, and the open meeting will 
resume in this room at 1:25 p.m. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
Reconvene Meeting At approximately 1:25 p.m., Board President Logan reconvened the 

meeting. 
Appeal Hearing: Case 3 On Thursday, March 26, 2020 at noon, an appeal hearing was held 

regarding an 8th grade student from Wilbur Middle School. 

Ms. Logan (Ms. Hedrick) moved that the Board uphold the findings of 
the hearing officer. As a 9th grader, the student is not to be assigned 
to Northwest High School in fall 2020. The student will be assigned to 
another USD 259 high school. 

The motion passed 7-0. 
Adjournment 

Announcement of next  
Board of Education meeting 

Mr. Reeser (Mr. Rodee) moved the meeting adjourn. 

The motion passed 7-0. 

Board President Sheril Logan announced that the next regular Board 
meeting will be held on April 20, 2020 at noon in the School Service 
Center Training Room, 3850 N. Hydraulic. 

At approximately 1:26 p.m., the meeting adjourned. 
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